[Factors determining health practices: prenatal care in rural and urban environment].
A 1978 study of prenatal care patterns in one area of France showed that frequent visits to specialists was the dominant pattern in urban areas, whatever the socioeconomic characteristics, or conditions of health, of the women. In rural areas, however, the patterns adopted varied markedly according to health problems encountered during pregnancy. In the absence of illness, 64% of rural women went to their general practitioner for a reduced number of prenatal visits; when health problems were perceived, however, their practices became more similar to those of city women. These variations remained after allowing for socioeconomic and cultural differences. Overall, patterns adopted varied significantly according to area of residence.